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1 . This international prelirninary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

* 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/002850 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|^| the international application as originally filed 

I | the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 

| | the claims: 

pages ^ 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I | the drawings: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/fig 



considered to go 



5 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
— 1 beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 

in r!S r ^ ort ^ " ori & nall y fi led " and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 



** 



Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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PCT/JP 03/02850 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-11, 13-24 



12 



1-5 



6-24 



1-24 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Claim 12 

Document 2 (EP 906761 A2 (Archer-Daniels Midland 
Co.) 7 April 1999 & JP 11-221048 A & BR 9805069 A & US 
6261565 Bl) cited in the international search report sets 
forth a composition using isoflavones and lignans 
together, and indicates that they have the effect of 
preventing disturbances in female hormones and post- 
menopausal syndrome. Diglucosides of secoisolariciresinol 
are mentioned as specific lignans, and these are the same 
as SDG, so the invention set forth in claim 12 is 
disclosed in document 2. 

Therefore the invention set forth in claim 12 lacks 



novelty. 



Claims 6 to 11 

Document 1 (JP 9-208461 A (Nisshin Oil Mills, Ltd.), 
12 August 1997) , paragraphs 0007 and 0008) indicates that 
when SDG is taken orally, the effect of intestinal 
bacteria changes the chemical structure, transforming it 
into physiologically active Enterodiol and Enterolactone , 
and indicating an anti-cancer activity against breast 
cancer and colonic cancer. In addition, Table 2 indicates 
that refined SDG is obtained from linum seeds, and it 
would be easy for a person skilled in the art to add this 
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Internatioi^^K>lication No. 
PCT/JP 03/02850 



refined SDG to functional foods as an active ingredient. 

Therefore the invention set forth in claims 7 to 11 
does not involve an inventive step. 



Claims 13 to 24 

Documents 1 and 2 indicate the effectiveness of SDG 
and isoflavones as functional materials, and it would be 
easy for a person skilled in the art to have both of these 
contained in effective quantities with the aim of 
preventing disturbances in female hormones and post- 
menopausal syndrome, therefore the inventions set forth in 
claims 13 to 24 do not involve an inventive step. 



Claims 1 to 5 

Documents 1 and 2 neither disclose nor suggest the 
technical feature of the invention set forth in claims 1 
to 5, wherein plant materials containing SDG are extracted 

using basic alcohol. 

However, by employing the aforementioned feature in 
the invention set forth in claims 1 to 5, an effect is 
offered which could not be predicted from documents 1 and 
2, and the invention set forth in claims 1 to 5 involves 
an inventive step in the light of differences in effect 
and the aforementioned feature. 



